Perspectivez Summer2015
The Newsletter of the IBMHursley
RetireesoClub

EX CATHEDRA

We're well into August and our often agreeable Summer weather is misbehaving.

However, the 201programme of trips appears to be on track, thanks to some very hard work by Committee
Members, and they have managed to choose days for our outings that have had very reasonable weather!

One worrying matter is an increase in the number of very late tdgglancellations.

For many years it has been the Club's practice of covering the extra costs of unused coach places, theatre tickets a
admission charges for those that have had to cancel. In some instances, knowledge of cancellations would enable |
to reduce the number of coaches booked for a trip saving a considerable amount of money.

In view of the continuing reduction in IBM's support for the Retiree Clubs across the UK, we are not sure whether w
will be able to continue this approach. The Comastwill be reviewing our process in the autumn, and any changes
will be put to the AGM next March.

Notwithstanding our 2015 British summer, | trust that you and yours have managed to find some enjoyment either
in the country or overseas, and look forwaalgeeing some of you on one of our outings this year.

With Best wishes to all Members.

Martin

Martin Hughes

Chairman
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Notification
For those trips that yoare requested tsupply aseltsealstamped addressed envelope, you will receive notification

of whether you have been successful in your application for that trip. For all others, just turn up to Hursley, follow
the signs to Retiree Parking, pambur car joina coach, and enjoy the day

Cancellation

None of usare getting younger, and the gremlim®@me and attack us from time to time. If you have booked on a trip
FYR FTAYR (KIFG @2dz OFyQlG 3I23 L SFasS LK2yS | NNE | St @
message. What many do not realise isttHarry has a deputy plan in place f@hen he away from home, so

messages do get listened to, and Harry is made aware.

By cancelling, you may help us to saveney by reducing the number of coaches we have booked, or allow
someone else who is on a waiting list to go in your place. Even aathgou can help us by cancellipgst callthe
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carried, unless you have been otherwise advised, by tipeohganiser.

Leaving on time

Please do make sure you arrive at Hursley before the planned departure time, and hlsoket the coach at the
stated times The coaches need to depart within minutes of the stated time. If you have a last minute prohlem, c
0§KS Of dzoThey wilviéadeithBubyou if you are not there.



IBM La Gaude

| am sure that many, including myself, will have fond memories of working with the IBMers at the La Gaude site, an
for a lucky few of us, the opportunity teavevisited on business.

I have been informed that the site will be closing around the middle of this year.

2015 Photographic Competition
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photographer the results will be announced at the next AGM.

Rules are very simple. Retirees may submit up to 3 photographs on any subject, provided that the photographs wer
taken on an IBMHursleyRetiree Club outing. Send your photographs to news@hurrec.org.uk

2015 Trips So Far

Salisbury & Stonehenge
Tuesday 14 April

It was the first trip of the year and the weather was absolutely wonderful weadbayurcoaches left IBM headed

for our first stop,Salisbury For me, Salisbury is my nearest town so nota ngfivdeS & 2 @A a théat many dzi
of our retirees who live on the Winchester side found mamgrestingplaces within this wonderfutathedralcity.

Many | know took the opportunity to visit the Cathedral in this special year of the Magna Carta,soini¢ others
headed off foMompesson House, a NTpropertyin the Cathedral Close. As it was also market day, | also
understand that some undertook a little retail therapy.
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coach for 1:30 to make our way up to Stonehenge, a short 30 minute journey.

Most, if not all, of those on the trip were anxious to see the new visitor centre which opened last year; the old ticket
booths really were aidgrace given that this is a world heritage site and visited by tourists from all over the world.
While | was personally impressed with the structure, | did expect the museum section to be larger.

The stones are about 1 mile from the visitor centre, arsthattle bus runs at very frequent intervals to take visitors



from the centre to the stones. For those being a little more energttare isafootpath that runs through the
fields, past some the tumulBeing a bit on the lazy sidéolok the shuttle!

Arriving at theStones | started to make my way aral turning on the audio guide at thadicated poins. | found

the audio guide excellent with the additional backup information giving detail on all aspects of the $tosigsh

glorious weather, it was pleasure to stand and listen to this commentary
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even though they made a booking, presumably because the weather forecast was not thatgdathly missed a

good day out. A good start to the 2015 trip season.
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you choose a nicday.

Stourhead

Ore of theclassic gems in the English countryside. Stourhead gardens were described as a living work of art in the
1740's, while the house has a unique Regency library, Chippendale furniture and some inspirational paintings. Our
visit to Stourhead was one of our wdurips to NT property which so many of our members seem to enjoy.

Today the group was split, and some visited the gardens in the morning, while others visited the house; the house i
not that large and our numbers would have overwhelmed it had everyboseto visit the house at the same time.

The gardens have some magnificent trees as part of its landsisapenfortunately the wind turned into a fairly

strong gale. With concern that some trees may succumb to the violent wind, the estate managenidatidbat

the risk of someone getting injured was very high and shut the gardens to visitors. This is a fairly rare occurrence, b
the garden has been known to suffer considerable damage to trees over the years and this safety procedure is part
of their process. In February 2014 hundreds of trees were blown down. A big disappointment for many who had yet
to enter the gardens, but our health and safety must come first; an act of God as thegdagnd losing a retiesor

two would have made countingumberson the coach for the return journey very difficult!)

The National Trust did refund ticket price to the club organiser for the tickets he had purchased so that the money
could be added to our account to subsidise futuredrijhat is except the 4 ticke that IBM retirees decided, even
0K2dAK (GKS& KIFIRYy QU LI A Rd: Wménbycdukl Beglen bazk td tiiedsurdr, hddjudstiomsS F d:
asked..)



Slimbridge
28t May

The weather forecast was a real bit iffy leading up to thenpéa trip to SlimbridgeUndaunted, | joined a merry
gangof retirees on the 2 coaches that were waiting for us at Hursley and off we set on the road toward Bristol.

A reasonably long journey of just over 2 hours saw us arrive at the entrance to Slienbfidge to think how many
yearshas passed since my wife and | were last at Slimbyridde remember my 40 year old son was still a child!

How the place has changed. The central area is full of interesting and exotic birds, a feast for the eyeseoivéiayo
has a high regard for nature. Venturifugther afieldand followingthe walks to the distant hidewas a worthwhile
deviation, and provided those who took binoculars the opportunity to see the large variety of waders and other
shoreline birds. With many stops on route for lunch/coffee/foot restithg time came to too quickly to rejoin the
coaches foour journey home.

What about the weather. As always, never not do anythiagausehe weather forecaster says you shouldn't. The
weather was bright all day, with a cool breeze when not sheltered by the hedges and trees. A perfect combination
for walkingaround the many different aresawithin Slimbridge

Swanage and Steam Railway
16t June

Two popular activities, a seaside visit and a steam railway trip. Combine the two, throw in some good weather and
you have a winning combination. And that is exactly what happened on our trip this year to Swanagswia a
steam trainjourneyfrom Norden.
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Over a hundred retirees and their partners/guegtimed the coaches at Hursley to travelN@rden the northern

terminus of the Swanage Valley Railway. Our trip down to Norden was uneventful, and we had time to enjoy a coffe
at the station before joining the noon trathrough the Purbecks, past Corfe Castiel down intoSwanage. The
Dorsetscenerywas wonderfulaided by the sunshinend, asusual the smell and sounds brought back memories of

2 y Sialdhood.

Time at Swanage to enjoy a bite of lunch, a walk along the sea front, and a rest by the seaside witnesamnce
before boarding the trairfior the return journey to Norden.

Aexcellentday out, no doubt one that will beepeatedin the not too distant future

Henley Royal Regatta
9:30am, 2nd July

A new venue for the club, at leastrimy time, was a trip to Henleye8atta. Having heard st@$ of Henley Regatta
and seen some of the races on TV, | was looking forward to this free time to walk the banks and see what it was all
about.

Again the weather was kind to us as we set off for the 90 minute journey to Henley. Unfortunately, no ote told
road 'fixmen' that it was not a good day to dig up the road on the major route into Henley. 90 minutes soon turned
into 2 1/2 hours, bless them.

As this was free time, we all set off to do our own thing. First priority for many was lunch before se#ftdown the
banks. Some people had the foresight to get tickets for the public enclosure which was pretty close to the finish line
and had plenty of seats. Others, like yours truly, walked the bank, and it was a fair way before one got past the
marqueses of the enclosures and got to see the river. At least | didn't have to dress up but | know some who might
suggest that striped school blazers and tiny hats may suit me!

Not beinga rowingenthusiastit was a tad hard to understand what was going on imfices, not helped by the
almost nonexistent tannoy system. Howevehe spectacle of the event was well worth the visit. The steam
launches were anagnificentsightas were many of the other boats plying up and down the rivewas even better
when we found a food/drink arealoseto the river bank with a load of seating.

Overall, an interesting day out, a new experience, and somethangglad to have done. Maybe next time | will
wear a shirt, tie and get a ticket for the enclosure



Clarence House ad Buckingham Palace
8:00am, 12" August

Overcast but with no threat of any rain, the 54 retirees and partners/guests set of to London just like Christopher
Robin, to see the Queen. Well, where she lives. This trip, probably the last for a few yéer&tisin the series
making it a total of 270 retirees and partners/guests that had made this pilgrimage.

It could have been the threat of a tube strike, it may have been the weather, maybe all city slickers had earned big
bonuses and flown to warmer clgs, but whatever the reason we had one on the fastest journeys into the centre of
London that | have evaxperienced By 10:00am we were leaving our coach to make our independent ways up the

Mall.

For those that have not been on this trip, Clarence Haudleonly take 18 people on their guided tour. As a
consequence we book 3 full tours back to back, every 15 minutes starting at 11:30am. Following the tour, it is time
for lunch before entering Buckingham Palace at 2:30pm. The tour of the Palacegddetf using a audio

recording, and lasts between 1 1/2 to 2 hours.

A popular event, and we are sorry that we were unable to accommodate the last 2 couples on our waiting list.

Future Trips

Caversham/Mapledurham
10:00am, 19t August

A lazy start for this tp, with our coaches leaving Hursley at 10:00am. Ouir first

stop is Caversham for lunch at Caversham Golf Club, which is included in the ticket
price. From Caversham we travel to short distance to Mapledurham. Following
time to look around the house and watmill, we will join a boat cruise on the
Thames, returning to Mapledurham to catch our coaches home

RHS Wisley

9:30am, 8t September

RHS Wisley dates back over 100 years to 1903 when the Wisley site
given to the RHS I8ir Thomas Hanbury, a wealtlQuake. Since that
time Wisley has grown considerably.




Each year, Wisley hosts its famous flower show, and our visit is planned for the first day of the show when all the
exhibits will be at their best. Personally, not being a gardener but one that apgpes the beauty and tranquillity

our flora can offer, this kind of show is a must to visit. With camera in hand, | shall be looking in amazement at the
glory of all the variations of dahlia that will be on display. No doubt others will have their owurftes. Mind you,

I'm glad that | am not a keen gardener for | feel | would be disappointed by my miserable efforts when compared to
those of the professionals.

Not too good on the ole pins. We understand that it is possible to borrow wheel chairs,imgleiéctric
wheelchairs, for a £5 deposit. Please indicate if this would be of use on the booking form and will do our best to
reserve one for you, no guarantees though.

N.B. If you are a member of the RHS, please indicate on the booking formgraachber to bring your membership
card with you. The club can save considerable amounts to put towards other trips by gaining access to venues
through use of our memberships to RHS/NT etc where applicable.

London Tour (Dickens & Foundling Museum)

8:00am, 16" & 231 September
An early start for this double headed tour, the ever popular London walking tour as one half and a visit to a place of
interest for the other.

The walking tour will, as usual, be led by one of our well known-Bhdge guides. Thigar the theme is Dickens
London. Born local to many of us in Portsmouth, Dickens did spend most of his life in London. Our guided tour, whi
will last between 1 ¥z to 2 hours will take us through the areas that featured in many of his novels.

The Foundlig Hospital (hospital used in its more general sense of hospitality to those less fortunate) was founded a
I OKAf RNXB Y Gducafiog andmamtenhidceloke§posed and deserted young children and accepted its

first children in 1741.1t operated untiit he 19506s when there was a change aw
adoption for children needing care. The Foundling Hospital changed its name to Thomas Coram Foundation for
Children, a charity for children in London that operates as the Coram charity.

The Foundling Museum, which is housed in some of the old hospital buildings, and houses the art collection amass
by the Foundling Hospital, and tii&erald Coke Handel Collectidacussing on the life and work of the composer
Handel.

Due to numberghat can be accommodated on the walks, this trip will be run on two separate days. Please indicate
GKAOK RIF®& @2dz ¢2dA R tA1S (2 FTGGSYRT AT LIaarotsS OK2
balancing numbers and accommodatiag many people as possible of the trips

Houses of Parliament Tours

8:00am, 5t & 12t October
The original trip to the Houses of Parliament was so oversubscribed, that
we have managed to arrange a second offering to cater for some of
those on the waitindist.

The tour, which will last about 75 minutes will include both Houses
House of Parliament and House of Lords.




Those coming on this trip will be told the time of their tour, and will then have free time in the very heart of London
until the time to return to Hursley.

Regrettably, if you were thinking of applying for tickets both these trips are now fully booked.

Wells

9:30am, 7t October

Another beautiful city, the medieval city of Wells has only 12000
inhabitants, but boasts a magnificent cathedral and many other
62YRSNFdzxZ oO0dzAf RAy3az AyOf dzRAyY 3
and a museum.
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In addition to the major historic bulings, there are the narrow streets to
cruise through while admiring the eclectic mix of building styles reflectiry
on the development of the town through the ages.

Our trip is on a Wednesday, a day of the week that there is also a Far
Market in Wellsadding extra interest.

To get the most out of your visit why not take a guided tour. There is a public guided walk in the morning which you
can join by paying the guide along with other members of the public, and in the afternoon we have arranged for a
guided walk for our members. Both the walks are optional.

London (Free time)

9:30am, 17t November

When was the last time you saw the Christmas lights in
London, or marvelled at th€hristmaslisplay windows in
Harrods or Selfridges. Your opportunity tokoff the
Christmas spirit with a spot of retail therapy, aag the light
fades marvel at the spectacular decorations that are so
special to London.

Last year, in Oxford Street alone there were almost 1800
Christmas decorations, and % million LED Bulbs

The trip is timed to allow shopping and by leaving at 6:00p
sufficient time to see the lights in full darkness; provided thg
S R2y Qi SyO02dzyGSNJ (i22 YdzOK
should be back at Hursley before 8:00pm. The 6:00pm departuoegales those that wish the opportunity of taking
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Mayflower - Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
6:45pm, 24t November

(NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)

Our usual visit to the Mayflower around this time of the yeHrisyear we have been fortunate to obtain tickets for
a great preChristmas comedy,ifly Rotten Scoundrels. Based on the film featuring Sir Michael Caine and Steve
Martin, we are to be transported to the south of France where our two villains attempt to himsdavmillionaire
heiress.

10



A great way to set you in the right frame of mind to handle the trauma of the-lgaid Christmas!

As usual, there is no transport for this theatre event. Tickets will be available in front of the foyer between 6:45pm
7:15pm;arrive later than 7:15pm and you will find your tickets have been given away!

In the event that this outing is oversubscribed, there will be a ballot to decide who will be allocated tickets.

Volunteering /Charities
CHARITY TENNIS DAY
COLDEN COMMON TENNISLUB
Sunday 6th September

10:00am - 3:00pm

Colden Common Recreation Ground

Two exDavis Cup Professionals will be providing an Exhibiiimich and Tennis Coaching
Clinics for Adults (£10) and Juniors (£5) for a 40 minute session. A Serve Speed test at £2
will also be available

To book your session gohit.ly/CCTCRegister
Or contact Rob Veck 07980 167774

There will be a BBQ, Bar, Bouncy Castle, Stalls, Raffle etc.

SuperHome Open Day

Sunday 13th September 10 -12;p OOEI 1 1 DI
8 Piping Close,

Colden Common,

Winchester

S021 1UP

Find out how to reduce the carbon foot print of your property and reduce your energy bills at the same time.

Rob & Sue Veck have converted their property to eliminate their fuel bills, ectthe@r water consumption and
motoring costs (310 mpg equivalent). And in doing so, they have reduced their carbon footprint emissions from the
property by 80%Contact Rob Veck for more detdllf980 167774

Hythe & District Voluntary Car Group

The Hythe Voluntary Car Group is a voluntary service supportingltiezly in Hythe, Marchwood, Beaulieu Holbury
surrounding areas by providing transport to Hospital, Doctors, Dentists & other necessary journeys.

To keep this service running we are in n@dnore voluntary drivers. Could YOU help by giving a few hours per

week to help those people who have no transport of their own? Drivers can offer as little or as much as you choose
(but generally half a day for hospitals, less for locals), on one og aays in the week

You would be reimbursed for the use of your car plus you will receive the gratitude of those you can help.

For those who wish to avail themselves of our service, please telephone our office on 8084 5788 befviaem 9
Monday to FridayThere is a small charge to cover the mileage paid to Drivers.

If you are interested in becoming one of our small band of Volunteer Drivers, or would like more information, please
contact our Secretary: Mrs Iris Read on 8084 2809 or the office on 8084 5788
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http://bit.ly/CCTCRegister

Quilting /Textile Crafts
Breast Cancer NOW- Textile Fayre

Winchester & District Local RSPB Group
We host regular indoor meetings with illustrated talks on topics of wildlife interest from invited speakers. These are
held at Shawford Parish Hallearsons Lane, Shawford, Winchester, SO21 2AA on the first [ L

Wednesday of every month, except January and August. -

who enjoy getting out into the countryside to seature first hand.
LYLRNIIFIyGftes @2dz R2y Qi KI @S (G2 68 I o0ANR SELISNI (2
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And make new friends of course!
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District local group webpagdttp://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/winchester

Alternatively, please feel free to em&lhm Symeat psymes033@gmail.com  or call on 01962 851821.
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