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Perspective ɀ Spring 2015 
The Newsletter of the IBM Hursley 
Retireesȭ Club 

EX CATHEDRA 
Since I last wrote this Newsletter your Committee has been in putting together plans for the 2015 

programme of visits around the South of England.  The details are out now and I just wonder who will 

ÂÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ (ÁÒÒÙȭÓ ÄÏÏÒ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ×Ȧ 

At the AGM last evening both Hugh Proudman, now Messaging Products Cloud Operations Strategy 

Manager and Adrian Spann, our Pensions Trust Manager generously gave their time to speak with us 

and take questions.  I hope that the evening also provided good food, a chance to meet past colleagues 

and a run-down on the trips your committee has put in place for your delectation. 

I was delighted this morning also to receive a suggestion for another event to which we might make a 

flying visit later in the year or perhaps next.  I thank you. 

So, do please email chairman@hurrec.org.uk  if you have suggestions for trips or comments that will 

help us run the Club for all our Members. 

Not sure if there was a better offer on television but there were twenty-ÏÎÅ ȰÎÏ ÓÈÏ×Óȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ !'-Ȣ  

4ÈÁÔ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ #ÌÕÂȭÓ ÂÁÎË ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÂÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ζυππȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÏÆ Á ÃÏÁÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

day.  So, do please let us know if you book a meal for the next AGM or indeed any event and then find 

ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȢ 

4ÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÃÌÕÂȟ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÏÒ ÓÍÁÌÌȟ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 

budget.  This happens best when there is dialogue with those to whom you entrust the running of the 

Club.  So lÅÔȭÓ ÈÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÙÏÕ. 

Best wishes to all Members. 

Martin  

 

 
Martin Hughes  
Chairman 
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CHAIRMAN SECRETARY TREASURER e BUSINESS WEB Coor 

Martin Hughes Harry Helyar John Jones Merv Quick Ron Wilks 

01962 868 900 01962 889 276 023 8026 5316 01794 390 678 023 8076 6213 

Pauline Bell Ian Caldwell Ingrid Bond Richard Walker Jim Woodland 

023 8026 1659 01794 512825 01962 883 861 01983 531 967 023 8032 3204 

Roger Marlow Alan Stubbs    

023 8066 9003 023 8026 0354    

 

&!1ȭÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÉÐÓ 

Notification  
For those trips that you are requested to supply a self-seal stamped addressed envelope, you will receive notification 

of whether you have been successful in your application for that trip. For all others, just turn up to Hursley, follow 

the signs to Retiree Parking, park your car, join a coach, and enjoy the day. 

Cancellation  
None of us are getting younger, and the gremlins come and attack us from time to time. If you have booked on a trip 

ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ IŀǊǊȅ IŜƭȅŀǊΦ LŦ IŀǊǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ 

message. What many do not realise is that Harry has a deputy plan in place for when he away from home, so 

messages do get listened to, and Harry is made aware. 

By cancelling, you may help us to save money by reducing the number of coaches we have booked, or allow 

someone else who is on a waiting list to go in your place. Of course, if you cancel then your cheque is torn up, 

another benefit. 

Even on the day you can help us by cancelling, just call ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

Emergency 
{ƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀǊƛǎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 07505-094887 which will be 

carried, unless you have been otherwise advised, by the trip organiser. 

Leaving on time  
Please do make sure you arrive at Hursley before the planned departure time, and also be back at the coach at the 

stated times. The coaches need to depart within minutes of the stated time. If you have a last minute problem, call 

ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜΦ They will leave without you if you are not there. 
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2014  Photographic Competition Winners  

Third Place  
The member who came third was Richard Wright 
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Second Place 
Second Place was awarded to Terry Clowes 
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First  Place 
The member awarded IBM Hursley Retiree Club photographer for 2014 was Peter di Gleria. Well done Peter. 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Brynja Maughan for judging the competition and supplying constructive critiques on each of the 

photographs. 
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²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ƻŦ 

the year for 2015. Up to three photographs can be submitted, each to have been taken on an IBM Hursley Retiree 

Club outing, and submitted by 31st January 2016. 

2015  Trips  

Salisbury & Stonehenge 

9:30am,Tuesday 14 April  
For our first outing of 2015, you are invited to enjoy the delights of the 

wonderful cathedral city of Salisbury, followed by a visit to Stonehenge, 

and a chance to see the new visitor centre.  

While Salisbury is relatively close, how many times have you actually 

taken the opportunity to savour the delights this city has to offer. With 

over 3 hours of free time, the choice is yours. Will it be the Cathedral 

with its tallest spire in the country, and perhaps a chance to see one of 

the 4 Magna Carta's in this 800th  ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ΨŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩ and the new 

interactive exhibition that opens in the Cathedral on 7th March . Perhaps 

Mompesson House (NT) in the Cathedral Close, or Salisbury Museum may appeal. 

!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƪŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩǎΣ ƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

River Nadder in Elizabeth gardens, 

After your free time ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ς we head off to Stonehenge, and its wonderful new visitors centre. 

With plenty of time allowed to both browse through the exhibition, and to take the shuttle down to the stones, all 

we need to wish for is fine weather. If you have a Smartphone, either iPhone or Andoid, why not download the 

Stonehenge Audio guide from the Play Store or iTunes to listen to while you are there. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƻǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ Money saved on entry could well 

support another outing. 

N.B Due to booking requirements, please ensure that your booking form is returned by 1st April. 

Stourhead  

9:30am, 5 th  May 
A Wiltshire gem, Stourhead was one of the first houses built in the Palladian style back in the early 18th century. Now 

cared for by the National Trust, the house was built by Henry Hoare, a 

wealthy banker (Ed: Is there any other sort), who filled this showcase 

with magnificent paintings and furniture by Thomas Chippendale; 

much of these works of art can still be seen today. Make sure you 

ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΩǎ /ŀōƛƴŜǘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ IƻŀǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƛȊŜŘ 

possessions. 

However, in spring time, many just visit Stourhead to enjoy its 

spectacular gardens. During spring the gardens are at their height of 

glory. Just stopping, or sitting, to enjoy the scenery is worth the visit 

on its own. You may also wish to take the garden tour. Originally laid 
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out in the 18th century for Henry Hoare to take his guests around to see all the sites, this tour will take you about 90 

minutes, over a distance of about 2 miles of easy walking. Who knows, you may even see the ghost; I was lucky 

enough to see him when I was there some years ago! 

The is a National Trust property. If you are a member of NT, please bring your membership cards with you. 

Booking for this outing closes on 1st April. 

Slimbridge  

8:00am, 28 th  May 
A trip to let you savour the countryside, wetlands, and wildlife. Located 

near Stroud, this World Wildlife Trust site covers an area of over 800 

acres on the edge of the River Severn. While a haven for bird spotters 

and photographers, there is something for everyone. In addition to the 

walks though the wetlands bird spotting as you go, there are hides to 

ƎŜǘ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ όŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŜŜǘύΣ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ 

amphibians to see, talks, and organised walks. For garden lovers, there 

is even a show garden from Chelsea that has been transported to 

Slimbridge to give it a permanent home. Artists can enjoy the work of 

Sir Peter Scott and others in the Art Gallery; wildlife art is an important 

part of Slimbridge WWT. 

To make the most of your visit, why not download a map from the Slimbridge website before you go so that you can 

plan your day. The Slimbridge website also has details of activities and events. 

N.B. Booking forms for this trip must be received by 1st May 

The Importance of Being Earnest  

Mayflower Theatre  

Wednesday, 3 June 
άAll women become like their mothers. That is their trŀƎŜŘȅΦ bƻ Ƴŀƴ ŘƻŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎέ, so sayeth ALGERNON  in 

hǎŎŀǊ ²ƛƭŘŜΩǎ  ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŎƻƳŜŘȅΦ ²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ōŜ Ŏƻming to see it. 

Tickets have been booked for the evening performance, so if you are coming you will need to collect your tickets 

from Jim Woodland outside the Mayflower theatre entrance between 6:45pm and 7:15pm; Jim and his helpers also 

like to be seated ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ WƛƳΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΗ 

No transport is provided for visits to the Mayflower, you need to find your own way to the theatre. 

N.B. Booking forms must be received by 1st May. There will be a ballot to determine who should receive tickets 

should this event is oversubscribed. The IBM Retiree must attend this trip. 
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Swanage and Steam Railway 

9:30am, 16th  June 

 

Steam and Sea, what could be better. This outing takes you on the Swanage Steam Railway from Norden to 

Swanage, followed by free time in Swanage, before returning by train to Norden. Leaving Norden our steam-hauled 

train travels along  the 6 mile line, passing the beautiful ruins of Corfe Castle. This journey, which takes half an hour, 

passes through some of the most scenic countryside in the Purbecks. Overall, a 

delight for photographers and steam enthusiasts alike, while providing other not 

so afflicted views of the unspoilt Dorset countryside. 

After arriving in Swanage, there is plenty of free time to explore this traditional 

seaside town. Many will no doubt sit on  deckchair on the sandy beach watching 

the world go by, or take a walk out along the Victorian pier. Whatever your 

taste, this is a typical summer seaside trip with a difference. 

N.B. Booking forms should be received by 1st May. 

Henley Royal Regatta 

9:30am, 2nd July 
If you are part of, or wish to be part of, the Social Scene there are a few places one must be seen. Royal Ascot is one 

such place, another is Henley for the regatta.  Founded in 1839, Henley Regatta ς as it was originally known prior to 

royal patronage ς pre-dates any national or international rowing organisation and has its own set of rules and 

regulations. Today though, it is recognised by British Rowing (our national body) and FISA ( Fédération Internationale 

des Sociétés d'Aviron), the international body. 
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Our outing to this famous event is on Thursday, the 2nd day of the 5 day spectacular.  Rowers from across the world 

will compete in the heats being held; in 2014 there were around 80 races to watch. 

Aside from the rowing, you will also get the opportunity to enjoy the whole carnival atmosphere, with several hours 

ǘƻ Řƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜǎ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǳŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

festival events. 

N.B. Booking forms should be received by 1st June 

Clarence House and Buckingham Palace 

8:00am, 12
th

 August 

 

 

This trip was so popular last year that the waiting list on each day was greater than the number that were able to go 

on the trip, so we have decided to have a re-ǊǳƴΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǊƛǇǎΦ 

We will leave Hursley at 8:00am, and travel directly to Clarence House. The coach 

party will be divided into 3 groups as the maximum number of people that are 

allowed on the guided tour of Clarence House is 18; timed entry tickets will be 

distributed on the coach, the tours will start at 15 minute intervals commencing at 

11:30am and will last one hour. 

After the tour, the group has time for lunch and the short 10 minute walk to 

Buckingham Palace, where everyone will enter at 2:30pm and will have just over 2 

hours to enjoy the self-guided audio tour. 

Caversham/Mapledurham  

10:00am, 19 th  August  
A lazy start for this trip, with our coaches leaving Hursley at 10:00am. Our first 

stop is Caversham for lunch at Caversham Golf Club, which is included in the ticket 

price. From Caversham we travel to short distance to Mapledurham. Following 

time to look around the house and water mill, we will join a boat cruise on the 

Thames, returning to Mapledurham to catch our coaches home 
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RHS Wisley 

9:30am, 8 th   September 
RHS Wisley dates back over 100 years to 1903 when the Wisley site was 

given to the RHS by Sir Thomas Hanbury, a wealthy Quaker. Since that 

time Wisley has grown considerably. 

Each year, Wisley hosts its famous flower show, and our visit is planned 

for the first day of the show when all the exhibits will be at their best. 

Personally, not being a gardener but one that appreciates the beauty and 

tranquillity our flora can offer, this kind of show is a must to visit. With 

camera in hand, I shall be looking in amazement at the glory of all the 

variations of dahlia that will be on display. No doubt others will have their 

own favourites. Mind you, I'm glad that I am not a keen gardener for I feel I would be disappointed by my miserable 

efforts when compared to those of the professionals. 

Not too good on the ole pins. We understand that it is possible to borrow wheel chairs, including electric 

wheelchairs, for a £5 deposit. Please indicate if this would be of use on the booking form and will do our best to 

reserve one for you, no guarantees though. 

N.B. If you are a member of the RHS, please indicate on the booking form, and remember to bring your 

membership card with you. The club can save considerable amounts to put towards other trips by gaining access 

to venues through use of our memberships to RHS/NT etc where applicable. 

London Tour (Dickens & Foundling Museum ) 

8:00am, 16 th  & 23 rd  September  
An early start for this double headed tour, the ever popular London walking tour as one half and a visit to a place of 

interest for the other.  

The walking tour will, as usual, be led by one of our well known Blue-badge guides. This year the theme is Dickens 

London. Born local to many of us in Portsmouth, Dickens did spend most of his life in London. Our guided tour, which 

will last between 1 ½ to 2 hours will take us through the areas that featured in many of his novels. 

The Foundling Hospital (hospital used in its more general sense of hospitality to those less fortunate) was founded as 

ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ education and maintenance of exposed and deserted young children and accepted its 

first children in 1741.It operated until the 1950ôs when there was a change away from institutions to fostering and 

adoption for children needing care. The Foundling Hospital changed its name to Thomas Coram Foundation for 

Children, a charity for children in London that operates as the Coram charity. 

The Foundling Museum, which is housed in some of the old hospital buildings, and houses the art collection 

amassed by the Foundling Hospital, and the Gerald Coke Handel Collection, focussing on the life and work of 

the composer Handel. 

Due to numbers that can be accommodated on the walks, this trip will be run on two separate days. Please 

indicate which day you would like to attend; if possible choose the óeither dayô option to allow the committee the 

flexibility of balancing numbers and accommodating as many people as possible of the trips 
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Wells  

9:30am, 7 th  October  
Another beautiful city, the medieval city of  Wells has only 12000 

inhabitants, but boasts a magnificent cathedral  and many other 

wonderful buildings, including the moated .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜΣ ±ƛŎŀǊǎ /ƭƻǎŜΣ 

and a museum. 

In addition to the major historic buildings, there are the narrow streets to 

cruise through while admiring the eclectic mix of building styles reflecting 

on the development of the town through the ages. 

Our trip is on a Wednesday, a day of the week that there is also a Farmers 

Market in Wells, adding extra interest. 

To get the most out of your visit why not take a guided tour. There is a public guided walk in the morning which you 

can join by paying the guide along with other members of the public, and in the afternoon we have arranged for a 

guided walk for our members. Both the walks are optional. 

London (Free time)  

9:30am, 17 th  November  
When was the last time you saw the Christmas lights in 

London, or marvelled at the Christmas display windows in 

Harrods or Selfridges. Your opportunity  to kick-off the 

Christmas spirit with a spot of retail therapy, and, as the light 

fades, marvel at the spectacular decorations that are so 

special to London. 

Last year, in Oxford Street alone there were almost 1800 

Christmas decorations, and ¾ million LED bulbs! 

The trip is timed to allow shopping and by leaving at 6:00pm, 

sufficient time to see the lights in full darkness; provided that 

ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴg out of London we 

should be back at Hursley before 8:00pm. The 6:00pm departure also gives those that wish the opportunity of taking 

ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƳŀǘƛƴŜŜΣ ōǳǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ - ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘΦ 

Mayflower - Dirty Rotten Scoundrels  

6:45p m, 1st December  
Our usual visit to the Mayflower around this time of the year. This year we have been fortunate to obtain tickets for 

a great pre-Christmas comedy, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels. Based on the film featuring Sir Michael Caine and Steve 

Martin, we are to be transported to the south of France where our two villains attempt to hoodwink a millionaire 

heiress. 

A great way to set you in the right frame of mind to handle the trauma of the lead-up to Christmas! 

As usual, there is no transport for this theatre event. Tickets will be available in front of the foyer between 6:45pm - 

7:15pm; arrive later than 7:15pm and you will find your tickets have been given away! 

In the event that this outing is oversubscribed, there will be a ballot to decide who will be allocated tickets. 
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Volunteering /Charities  

 

  












