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EX CATHEDRA

After a season of, what | hope has been, a variety of interesting trips and visits around the southern
half of England, we can settle down to planning for the next twe¢ months. A pity about the
Weymouth trip in July and the necessary diversion to Bournemouth. | am just relieved that none of
our coaches was involved in what was a very serious road accident.

We are looking forward to a great finish to the 2013 programme and another excellent start to 2014.
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shows- at The Mayflower and in the West End.
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practical trips admin work over recent months has been handled with skill and diplomacy by eopted

Member of the Committee, Ingrid Bond, to whom our thanks must go. And | must accept
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The last committee meeting began the process of choosing and planning the programme for 2014. As
in previous years, the biggest challenge is finding venues which can cater for perhaps three or more
coaches full of our hungry Members.
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Our next AGM is scheduled for Tuesday MMarch 2014 and we are fortunate again to be able to meet
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thinking about the evening, a good number of volunteers to serve on the Committee.

Thanks also for those compliments and helpful comments during the year.

Best wishes.

Martin Hughes
Chairman
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Notification

For those trips that yoware requested tosupply a stamped addressed envelope, you will receive notificatfon
whether you have been successful in your applicafnthat trip. For all othersunless you have been informed
otherwise by telephongust turn up to Hursley, follow the signs to Retiree Parking, gaika coach, and enjoy the
day

Cancellation

None of uss getting younger, and the gremlins come artthek us from time to time. If you have booked on a trip
FYR FTAYR GKIFIG @&2dz OFryQiG 323 LX SFAS LIK2YS | I NNEB |
message. What many do not realise isttidarry has a deputy plan in place for when heagwirom home, so
messages do get listened to, and Harry is made aware.

g .

By cancelling, you may help us to sameney by reducing the number of coaches we have booked, or allow
someone else who is on a waiting list to go in your place. Of course, if yoal ¢han your cheque is torn up,
another benefit.

Even on the day you can help us by canceljimcalli KS Of dz6 Q&4 Y206Af S GSf SLK2y S
Emergency
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carried, unless you have been otherwise advised, by the trip organiser.

Leaving on time

Please do make sure you arrive at Hursley before the planned departure time, and ddaokbat the coach at the
stated times The coaches need to depart within miasa of the stated time. If you have a last minute problem, call
0§ KS Of dzoThey wilviéadeithBubyou if you are not there.




Change of Home Address/Email Address

Change of Email Address

If you change your email address, please remember to seriresil tonews@hurrec.org.uko that | can update
the distribution lists for IBM Hursley Ree Club emails. You should also inform Pensions, see following.

Change of Circumstances

If you change your bank, home adds, email address etc, you should make shia¢you inform IBM Pensions so
that they can keep your records up to date. Full information is available on the Retirees section of the Pensions Tru
website atwww.smartpensionsuk.co.uk

Photographic Competition
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in 2013. Winner gets a free trip.

Rules are very simple. Any club member may submit @pbotographs in JPEG formatriiews@hurrec.org.uk
Eachphotographmust have been taken on an IBM Hursley Retiree Club trip during 2013. Last date for entries is 31
January 2014. Winners will be announced at the AGM

2013 Trips (continued)

Clarence House and Buckingham Palace State Rooms

Robin, Chris, and Alice were already on board the coach as |
joined it on a bright and sunny morning. With a full load of
54 we headed off to London, and being August the roads
were very quiet.

It was around 10:00am that the coach arrived at our doffp
point, the Royal Mews of Buckingham Palace. But the State
Rooms were our afternoon visit, first we needed to make
sure we were by Clarence House about 10 minutes before
the start time of our tour. No worries, we had plenty of time

to meander up the Mall, going just past the entrance to
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Having stopped at creature comfort station number 1 which



mailto:news@hurrec.org.uk
http://www.smartpensionsuk.co.uk/
mailto:news@hurrec.org.uk

is just inside the park gate, we maven 50 yards to creature comfort station number 2 to buy a cup of coffee. With
GKS 6SFGKSNJ a2 LIXSralydz {4 WHYSaQ LIN] s6Fa Ay [ ff
Parade, the ducklings and other wildlife were magnificent.
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tour it was, with the tour guide providing an excellent insight to the house, its history, life when the Queen Mother
was in residence, and, toibg us right up to date, life with Prince Charles and his wife, Camilla. One of the traditions
that Camilla has established is a Christmas party for children from one of her charities. Apparently, the children ha
tea and then the doors into the adjoinimgom are thrown open to reveal a large Christmas tree only the top half of
which has been decorated, and guarded by one of the Horse Guards in his dress uniform. The challenge for t
children is to dress the lower haffvithin reachg¢ part of the tree. A a finale, the Horseguard drawgs sabre to
w3SyafteqQ ftAFG GKS FFEANR YR LIXFOS KSNIIF{G2L) 6KS (GNBS

No photographs to share, as photography, both within the house and also the gardens, was prohibited.

Time for lunch. A 10 minute stroll down the Mall to getBuckingham Palace, and then another 5 minutes or so to
walk down the side wall of Buckingham Palace to Grosvenor Place where there are a range of eateries. Typi
London fair in the pub we chose, OK as it goes and it filled a hollow in ryfimid

2:30 saw us in a large queue waiting to enter the Sta
Rooms. Surprisingly, at our allotted time the queue movds
very quickly and efficiently. Apparently they get up to 80
visitors aday atpeai S| a2y &2 3IdSaa @
processing.

With audio set earphones attached, and all instructio
noted, we headed off through the magnificent State Roo
Having been to many a NT property, it was hard to belie
that this was a working home with countless state occasio
investitures and garden paes being held each year. |
addition to the various State Rooms, there is always
SEKAOAGAR2Y® 1'a AG 61L& cn @ “0A 2
exhibition centred around the robes worn on that occasion. Not where were you when Kennedy was assfissinate
but Where did you watch the Coronatlon | was stood in our street with some other urchins looking through the front
R T ‘ window of a kind lady who turned her 9 inch B&W TV round
by so that we could see the picture.

My wife could have spent all day looking aethoronation
exhibits alone, and had to be hurried along. As for me, it was
nearly 2 hours before | had completed the tour. Fascinating!

Out into the gardens, a quick drink, and walk back to the bus
for our journey home. An excellent pair of visits.

(Ed: Due to the number of people who were unable to join
this trip as it was so ovesubscribed, the committee intend to
run this trip again in 2014; watch this space)




Great Dorset Steam Fair

A first for the club, an afternoon and evening visit, leaving
Hursley after lunch. The coach was full to capacity, even after
we had managed to get one of the large 59 seater coaches,

r ; when we left Hursley at 1:30pm. No queues for us at Tarrant
Hinton, those that were coming queued in the morning, we
" JosEpH nog"Y P sailed straight thragh.

lage Contia

Tickets in hand we headed off for the entrance where one of
the stewards was handing out maps. Obviously she had us
clocked as a set of crinklies, got her pen out, and marked
SOSNE2YySQa YILI ¢gA0GK | o6A3 ON.
to exit to get backo our coach, bless! As we entered by the

fun fair, there were loads of tall things like tlggtnormous

Ferris wheel to head for at the end of the day.

Never having been before, | was not prepared for the size
the showground, or the number of exhibit®ccupying over
650 acres, there are parts of the showground or carav
parks or campsites wherever you look. As the weather
just right for such a show visit, dry as a bone and pre
warm, | thought a pint of real ale would be a good starti
point, and time for thought as to how to maximise one
enjoyment of the visit.

Off to see the main heavy haulage arena, passing nume
wonderful examples of steam rollegs:  F S I (G dzNB
show. Plenty of space to just stand and watch the countls
varations of steam vehicle going around this huge arena.

Small steam engines dashing by, huge steam road rollers making sure that the field was a flat as a pancake, la
steam engines hauling very large loads, and at one time 3 steam engioes pushing2 pulling ¢ tugging an
enormous electric transformer around the field. The sound,
the smell, the beauty of the engines themselves, made for a
wonderful experience.

Next off to see the steam ploughing. For those that have
never seen steam ploughing, thergea2 steam engines
involved, and a plough with 2 or 3 people sat on it
(presumably to keep the plough in the ground). Each steam
engine is joined to the plough by a thick steel cable. At the
puff of the whistle, one steam engine drags the plough across
the field until it reaches the engine. Then back it goes to the




other engine, each engine moving forward a bit each time. Not satisfied with demonstrating one pair of engines a
work on the large, must have been in excess of 20 acres, field, there weres2vyoaking at the same time!

Now it was time, after a healthy hot dog, to head off to the other side of the showground to see the horses, crafts
working machines and some of the modern earth moving machinery.

Following a visit to the craft tents, it waetting dimpsey and time to head back to the main part of the showground.
nghts were coming on all over the place. The fairground organs were everywhere with that distinctive music tha
- just makes you feel great Soon it was dark enough to have all
thes 6 Yl yQa aidSkyYy Sy3aaySas Ydza
them all in a line beside the fairground attractions, with
steam up and full of lights. Magical is the word that springs to
mind, and the reason for an evening visit, notwithstanding
the musical entertaiment that was going on in various beer

marquees that some enjoyed.

All too soon the day was over, and time to return to the
coach. The coach host had threatened to leave us behind if
we were late and it is a long walk home from Tarrant Hinton.

A tiring lut great day out.

Mini -break z Eden PrOJect and Gardens in Cornwall
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end we will be back to more norrhaarlyautumn weather. Expect a 10
drop in temperature, and the weather will become more unsettladich |
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Monday arrived and 41 of us gathered on a dull morning at Hursley to board
the coach. First stop Exeter.

As the morning
progressed and
we went
further west,
so brighter the [

weather '

Exeter Cathedral became. It was |
lovely and sunny as we pulled into the Exeter coadies
park for a 3 hour fre¢ime break. | know | am biaseds
having been born in Exeter, but | do submit that it :
one of the nicer cities to walk around. | headed off {8
the Cathedral, having not been inside for some 3f ;
years. Thoroughly enjoyed the time spent doing t ‘ ; : :
suggested tour, and then lunch in the Cathedral ca Trelissick Gardens




Back to the coach via the shops, and we wer@onway West.

Travelling across the north edge of Dartmoor and then onto Bodmin Moor for our next stop; Cornish cream tea 8
the Jamaica Inn. Not as good as Devonshire cream, but better than nothing, says he with his Devonian hat on. T
scones were veryioe though. And so onto our hotel nestled on the edge of Fistral Bay in Newquay.

Tuesday morning, and we were all down to breakfastiore so that we could head off on our garden tours. First
stop were the beautiful gardens at Trelissick, with a coupleoafrs or so to explore. The sun was out, and the walk
along the paths was spectacular, with well manicured lawns and views of the river Fal. Certainly rates as a place r
to be missed if visiting Cornwall. It was then off to the Lost Gardens of Helhane we also had lunch. The clouds
started to roll over, but at least the rain kept away as we all made are separate ways through the gardens. B
challenge, how much time to spend on the formal gardens at the top, and how much to spend walking dativa into
ravine on the board walk. Fortunately, it turned out that there was plenty of time to do both, even with lunch and
an afternoon tea break.

The Lost Gardens were very different from Trelissick,
much less of a chocolate box cover, but very impressive
all the same. | found the pools/ponds which the water
cascaded through particularly attractive.

Two gardens down, and with achy feet, it was time to
return to the hotel.

Wednesday and the weather dull, but the rain still did
not materialise until almostlinner time. It was our day

at the Eden Project. What a wonderful use of an old clay
pit, albeit a rather big clay pit. We decided to head for
GKS YFIAY WiNRBLAOIE R2YSQ |
two hours was spent marvelling at the different plants
and trees, and the way that the paths ran through the
building. In addition to the flora, there was plenty of fauna; tropical butterflies flying all over the place and some

different species of birds/ducks. For those who have been

to Eden in past yearshis yearthey have opened up an
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Fortunately, the weather was on our side. Not being a day

of bright sunshine, the temperature in the dome,
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when up on the 50m platform | did find | was really
perspiring, and my glasses steamed up as | went to take
some photos!

Following a lunchtime snack, it was off to the
Mediterranean Biome and further delights. There is so
much to do that the day quickly pass Some people also
managed to fit in a cooking show by one of the winners of
The Great Bakeff, while | decided that there are far too many cooking shows around these days that | would
explore the gardens outside the Biomes.

Eden Project




Another interesting, if ting day, and back to the coach.
And the rain started as we were driving back to our
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60mph!
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Our bst day, and the plans were for a couple of hours in
the pretty port of Padstow, followed by a drive across
the middle of Dartmoor before making the dash for

home. It was dull as we arrived in Padstow. A nice walk

around the quaint old town, buy a couplé Gornish pasties

for lunch, stop for coffee, and back to the coach as the rgi

really came in. A quick decision was made to cut and r
since going across Dartmoor with visibility down to abo
20 yards would be as much fun as falling into a slurry
(Ed: Analogy in keeping with the localsp we made our
way back to Hursley.

General consensus was that the trip was really enjoyat

Padstow

good hotel, good food, good company, and interesting venues. Apart from the last afternoon, the weather was kinc
and dlowed us to really enjoy all the venues. The only question asked was: Where to next year!

London Walks z Notting Hill

Ly GKS cnQa @&2dz g2dz R yS¢
near Notting Hill; a place where they have carnivals
and riots. How times have changddym a place of
poverty to being one of the most sought after areas

in London; Nick Ross, of crimewatch fame, sold his
house for £35 million, nearly 40 times what he paid
F2NJ AG Ay GKS SINIe& odpnQa
Carnival, the biggest in Europehich takes place
without a hint of problems every year, and gives
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Notting Hill.


































