Perspectivez August2012
The Newsletter of the IBMHursley
RetireesdClub

EX CATHEDRA

Since | last wrote a few words in March of this year, there have been some significant changesan the IBM UK
Club is funded and operated. For the second half of 2012, the Grant from IBM has been reduced by 10%. Your
Committee will continue to work to provide worthwhile events which make good use of the support which IBM
makes available for our &mnbership.

Also, from this year, in common with every IBM Club around the world, our contact with IBM is through a newly
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administration. | believe the relationship with our OM is important and we are keen to work with her in the service
of members.

There will continue to be changes iretivay in which we conduct ourselves. For example, the Company is keen to
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that we are discussing with the Company changes in theitiond affecting trip applications such that Members
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Consequently, any Member with knowledge of and/orimterest in the Self Audit process who would be willing to
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Notwithstanding the arduous nature of the work which these changes will entail for the Committee and to whom |
believe we should all express our thanks, we are committed to the continued success of the Hursley Retirees Club
and to the delivey of interesting and attractive events that ensure a good attendance. Long may that continue.

Martin Hughes Chairman
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Notification
For those trips that you supply a stamped addressed envelope, you will receive notifiotidrether you have

been successful in your application for ttep. For all others, just turn up to Hursley, follow the signs to Retiree
Parking, parkjoina coach, and enjoy the day

Cancellation
None of ugs getting younger, and the gremlins come and attack us from time to time. If you have booked on a trip
and A YR (GKIFG @2dz OFyQd 323 LX SFasS LK2yS | FNNB | Stet

message. What many do not realise istthdarry has a deputy plan in place for when he away from home, so
messages do get listened to, and Harry is enadiare.

By cancelling, you may help us to saweney by reducing the number of coaches we have booked, or allow
someone else who is on a waiting list to go in your place. Of course, if you cancel then your cheque is torn u
another benefit.

Even on the dy you can help us by cancellipgstcalli KS Of dzo Q&4 Y20AfS (St SLK2ySo®

Emergency
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carried, unless you have been otherwise advised, by theotganiser.

Leaving on time

Please do make sure you arrive at Hursley before the planned departure time, and also be back at the coach at t
stated times. The coaches need to depart within minutes of the stated time. If you have a last minute prddlem,
0§KS Of dzoThey wilvigadeithBubyou if you are not there.

Remaining 2012 Trips
September

Highclere Castle

9:30am, 11t September

\ < Leaving at 9:30am, theoaches will first travel ttNewburyfor
some freetime and lunch break. We will themaivel the short

distance to Highclere Castle. The homeEafl and Countess

of Carnarvonthe castle also features as Downton Abbey in

the renowned TV series that was watched by 11 million

viewers.




Goodwood Revival

8:00am, 15t September

Our second wting, by popular demand, is a visit the Goodwood
Revival festival. This trip provides a unique chance to revel in th
It Y2dz2NJ I yR Fffdz2NE 2F Y2032N N
period that Goodwood racetraakas inits glory.

October

London Walks

8:00am, 3rd or 9th October

The ever popular Laton Walk trip will be held on 2 days? ®ctober

and 9" October, with 2 coaches going to London on each day. Having
the trip held on 2 separate days allows us to get the Guides of our
choice. This yeathe walk will be in the Kings Cross and St Pancras
area. Make sure that you specify which date you wish to travel on
your booking form, or if you have the flexibility indicate that you can
travel on either day. The latter option allows us to more oppoitn

to accommodate those that have commitments and can only choose
aspecificdate.

Cambridge
8:00am, 30t October

Cambridge, a city of spectacular buildings, beauty in its open spaces with the river
Cam winding through its centre, and culture, is our location for our October trip.
Enjoy freetime and do your own thing, there is so much of interest to appeal to
everyore. Alternatively, you could join our optional guided walking tour which lasts
about 2 hours, and have an expert enstinat you see the highlights. If you wish to
take the guided tour be sure to include an additional £5pp to cover the euishs

your bookng form




November
London Free Time

9:30am, 28th November
Must be time to do the Christmas shoppitfjnot shopping, then a visit to, £
one of the many museums may be the order of the day. Maybe fhi
photographers among us will be looking out for those special picturesi
Londonthat are only available when the Christmas lights are on 3
bringing joy and appiness. By leavirdursleyat 9:30am we hopefully will
miss a lot of the trdfc congestion Similarly, we plan to leave London §
6:00pm, which should ease our travel out of London on the ret
journey.

2013 Outings

Where would you like to go next yearhe committee will be meeting in the autumn to plan our events for 2013. As
always, we are always looking for new ideas. Standard trip venues should ideally be able to accommodate at least
150 people (3 coach loads), but there is always room for theemaéirket trips where there may be only demand to

fill one coach; Goodwood Revival trip is a example. The only challenges are organisation and finance. If you know ¢
such an event that you would like to see orgainsed, and are willing to help with theisatjan, the committee will
welcome you with open arms!

Send an email with your suggestionsi@vs@hurrec.org.uk

Some of the highlights of 2012

Chatham Dockyards

Floods across Hampshire, hose pipe bans in moSoath East England,

it is now pouring with rain, and tomorrow we are off to Chatham
Dockyards. A quick look at the BBC Weather site and it looks like
Chatham will have the same weather tomorrow as we are having today.
It has been said: there is no sucliny as bad weather, just bad clothing.
Better go sort out the quick dry trousers, umbrella and waterproof
jacket.

Get up and it looks like showers. Arrive at Hursley and join the other 80
plus folk on one of the two coaches that would take us across to. Ken
journey with little traffic problems, we made good time getting to
Chatham. Arrive to light rain which soon petered out to leave us with a
frNBSte 20SNOFad RIe gAGK GKS 20C
inhibit our ability to get around thedockyard to see the fascinating
exhibits.

First port of call was the rope walk. At over a quarter of a mile long, one
needs binoculars to see the action at the far end of the building. Soon
the master ropemaker came, and jumping on his trolley proceedesvd the length of the building spinning hemp
rope, all 720 feet (140 fathoms) of it which is the length that was stipulated by the Admiralty.



mailto:news@hurrec.org.uk

It was then free time to wander this way and that to try to se
all. Into the Steam shed to take a look at thristing locals that [
used to run around the dockyard moving all the heavy loa(
delivering the raw materials to build the boats. A quick bite A
lunch, and a very nic€ornishpasty it was too, and then into the b

lifeboat museum. | i A
still marvel at the }: A
bravery of those |8
who head out in
the roughest of
weathers to assist
those in distress on the sea. Numerous lifeboats on display, the largest
lifeboat museum in the country appardg from those that had to be
rowed to the more modern types that we all see on the TV today.

The Big Space building is the museum store, from midget subs to giant
G22fa YR YIOKAYSNE® 2KSy o6dzAtd Ay wmy o ysfuctirk Bhe mafzs f R
incredible.

Then on to the 3 ships/boats which were open to visitors; HMS
Gannet,a Victorian naval sloop, HMS Cavalier, a WIl destroyer, and
la{ hOSt20G4x Iy whQ Ofl aa RASaSt
was built at Chathamni 1962, and stayed in active service all
through the cold war, finally being decommissioned in 1991.

It was soon time to head back to the coaches, with no time left to
do real justice to the quality of some of the exhibits.

Another interesting day out.

The Gadget Show

Nearly 40 retirees and guests joined the coach for the trip to
Gadget Show Live at the NEC. Having been brought up on a di
technology, all were keen to see how the technological world is mo
F2NBINR® ! yR (GKS®& 6SNByQli RAALl

Joining the throngs of people, we were surrounded with all the new§
YR FdzRA2 3IFR3ISGAT o5 ¢+xQa | a
one donned the special glasses. For those that must text or tweet e
outside on the freezing cold days there aecial gloves available tha
one could wear and still operate a smart phone, and only £3 a pair. And then there were the electronic games, bot
PClinternet based and staralone simulators. The realism has to be seen to be believed.

The highlight of ouwisit must be the 75 minute show with the presenters of The Gadget Show, in the large 5500
seater theatre, with not a spare seat to be seen. Full of fun, audience participation, pyrotechnics, lasers an




technology, the time just flew by. | had never seenemote control

KSt AO2LJGSN) WRIyOSQ> FfeAy3d dzLJAaAF
the loop, you name it and that helicopter did it, nether had | seen a
remote control seagull with a wing span of at least 3 feet, powered by
flapping its wings. Totallgmazing.

Back to the main exhibition halls for another look at the
exhibits/stalls, and soon it was time to return to the coach for our
journey home Great fun!

Floriade and Keukenhof Gardens of Europe

At 7:45 prompt the coach with 36 people heading off to Holland left the car park at Hursley. First stop would be
Clacket Lane services for a quick rest stop. Surprisingly, for a Frj
morning we made excellent time. Refreshed and with Coffee c
in hand,we were soon off to Dover arriving in plenty of time fo
our ferry. Indeed we were early enough to board an earlier fer
but it was a busy day and while there was room for the coach,
number of extra passengers we would have added put the fe
overthe passenger limit so we had to sit quiet and wait an hour
board our booked ferry. Never mind, there is always something
interest to see. With a schoolboy's international rugby tour
France that weelend, there were 3 coaches in front of us load
with teenage boys and their dads all in fancy dress gear to kee
amused.

From Calais to Antwerp was a great run, but then we hit the Friday night traffic. Just like the M25, the ring road wa
a parking lot. As a consequence, it was just after 8:00pBwh ¢S | NNA PSR |G GKS K2(dSft
minutes to spare before we would have, for legal reasons, had to make a mandatory stop!

Saturday morning saw us wake up to light rain and dark clouds. Just
not what we wanted to visit the Floriade.nd that is the way the
weather stayed all day. For most of the time you could get around
quite comfortably provided you either had the hood of the Gortex
dzLJ 2NJ I oNRffe& G2 KFyRo® . dzi GK
beauty of the exhibits within the plkr Along with thousands of
others we went from themed area to themed area. The orchids and
Villa Flora were really spectacular. Even though it was raining, the
gondola ride across the top of the site was well worth the trip.

Sunday, and we awoke to muchtter weather. We were soon off

in the other direction towards the coast to visit the famous
Keukenhof Gardens, often billed as the gardens of Europe. The further we went, the better the weather became
After an hour we arrived at the venue in sunshineoltite gardens and for the next 5 hours one had a riot of floral
colour whichever way one looked. With the cold spring, the tulips were still in all their gldly,000,000 of them.

Yes, every year, according to one of the growers we spoke to, 7 nbllidus are planted, and after the 2 month
window when the gardens are open, they are all dug up and destroyed! It was the sort display that used to mak




Kodak their millions. Thankfully, with digital technology, we no longSERE=
have to count the pennies wheme click that shutter.

After 2 days of walking around large exhibition sites, we sank back
our seats for the journey back to the hotel. As the accommodation vje
on a halfboard basis, we were all soon gathered for dinner and a fg
glasses o2 y Sa@durite tipple.

Monday arrived, and we were all down to breakfast early ready o

board the coach at 8:15 for an 8:30 start. Why so early, well that pgy™

we could have a 3 hour lunch break in the beautiful town of Brugi@a s

Leaving the restaurant around 8 ¢m and get the cases ready | saw
our driver looking rather worried. We are going nowhere, the coach
has broken down. With the modern coaches that Avensis has, this
not an expected occurrence, but things do break. It transpired that a
power steering hydralic hose had split. The hotel was very kind and
laid on extra coffee, etc until they had their own challergeore of

that later. The fix man came, made intelligent noises, and
disappeared to get new parts. He soon returned, and the repair
started. By 10:8 we were able to load up the cases, and we were
underway before 11:00. Needless to say, the lunch stop at Bruges
was a norstarter, and we highailed it as fast as legal to Calais
where we arrived right on the due cheak time. And the hotel. They werbaving some refurbishment work
undertaken between the reception and lounge area. Just after 10:00 the workers broke through a soil pipe, and th
effluent and smell went into the lounge aregust as we going out to get our cases!

Bit of a pity about the wather on our trip to the Floriade, but it was still an enjoyable day and the visit to the
Keukenhof Gardens was magical.

Isle of Wight and Beaulieu River Cruise

With Southampton being home to Cunard and P&O, the IBM Retirees could not be
left out and jst had to have their own cruise. Not perhaps to some far off exotic
place,but a little closer but full of history and beauty.

In glorious sunshine, and some hazy mist, we set off from Southampton for a
crossing to Cowes, past the large tankers bringingjrticargo to Fawley. The
journey made all the more enjoyable by the running commentary given by the
captain during this crossing, and for the rest of trip.

tsh a4 (GKSe@ SuutSR Ayagz2 | fdzy OK 2'-F
down with a pint of the brown nectar.




Cruising up the Beaulieu River is a delight. It is so peaceful, yet full of interest and beauty. The cruise shail travels
the way from the mouth of the river up to Bucklers Hard before turning and retracing
steps. For those that have won the euromillions, you could not go far wrong investigating
purchase of one of the houses that have river frontage. Absolutedynaing they are, and
not that remote if you have your own helicopter; | spotted at least one house with a helipg

From the Beaulieu River we then headed east, and concluded our cruise withlbmseh
tour of Portsmouth Harbour. Fascinating to see thets of the naval dockyard that canng
be seen from land or from one of the ferries.

A very different day out, but excellent. Those that stayed out on the decks at times found
the sea breeze a little chilly, but the sun sure made up for that discopgorhe might have
regretted staying in the sun all day!

Brighton

GLGQa yYnnlYI KSNB A& GKS GNIFFAO NBLRNI® ¢KS ! HT
coaches were supposed to leave Hursley for the SEASIDE trip to Brightail$ started to fly around the Retiree
Committee. We have over 120 people booked on the trip. As the day wore on, the A27 stayed closed. More rain wi
forecast. Telephone wires to Avensis, our coach company, were getting red hot. Alternate routes \veye be
planned. Such are the traumas a retiree club committee member has to endure!

rfttQa ¢Sttt GKIG SyRa ¢Sttty GKS !'wHT gta 2LSy> YR H
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effort to brighten up and the day was reasonable, overcast, with a few showers to dodge. With these free time trips
people moved quickly away from the coach dmifp point in
different directions. Somedaded straight for the coffee shop;
gKIFEG o0SGGSNI gl & G2 adGlINL GKS
good. Others headed for the attractions, the Royal Pavilion
being one of the most famous places in Brighton. The £8
entrance fee is definitely worth every pepnit is stunning.

| A3Kft & NBO2YYSYRSR AF @&2dz KI @
will be returning to Brighton in a couple of years or so for
another seaside outing.)

If you are into shopping, there is always the Lanes, which many
visited. The Lanes arerammed with quaint and wondrous
shops and funky restaurants and cafes

It was soon time to board the coaches for our return journey. Perhaps not the lazy sit on the beach trip that man
had thought when they made their booking, but, as ever, a eajpyable day out. After all, we could have stayed at
home and looked at the watdogged garden!




Hampton Court Flower Show

Flower Show is a must for gardeners, and everthose like me who have not a
green finger or toe in their body but can appreciate the beauty of nature.

It had been raining; well did it do anything else this summerall week, and here
we were on Thursday morning heading off to London in pretty redsienaeather.
Good job too, for the coach park is about 20 minutgs—_

walk from the entrance to the show. Had it been the déys
before, we would have all been soaked to the skin before we had a chance to sho
tickets at the gate. But it does say that the ®ltines on the righteous, so thanks to thoss
for whom the cap fits for allowing me to enjoy some good weather. :

For those of you who have not been to Hampton Court Flower Show, it is very largefw "
separate areas for set garden dispgageveral marqueessarious food areas, and lots o
other stalls and exhibitors. Indeed, ones feet are very tired long before you have se¢n
that is on offer.

It was hard to judge which area was the most interestirnge
The marquees were magnificent, full of colour, beauty dhat wonderful aroma

sunshine. Indeed, | was told only last week that the Thursday whenlBMe
Retirees attended was the only day without rain at the show!

Farnborough Air Show

One of THE flower shows, some say a good rival to Chelsea, the Hampton Cour

that is hard to describe, but oh so nice. The large set displays were a marvel of
creativity and beauty. One could go on and on, just a marvellous day out in the

It was a wet dayagainwhen 2 coaches set off from Hursley heading for Farnborough and the International Air Show.

The coaches arrived at the coach park and retireemdbd for the entrance. Unfortunately, it had been so wet all

week that one of the main car parking areas had become totally waterlogged, and a decision was taken to tell all tr

coachdrivers toleave and park elsewhere so that the coach park could be aseal car park. Who says that the
coach drivers that look after us so well have an easy job. The coaches headed off to find altersiatepaifking.

Notwithstanding the initial downpour of rain in the
morning, the weather thankfully brightened up a
little, and the afternoon was mainly cloudy with
just a few showers. While this did not stop the
fantastic air display from taking place, the low
cloud ceiling did have an impact on some of the
formation displays who could not complete all of
their manoeuvres The flying display which lasted

some 5 hours included, to name but a few, a Vulcan, Spitfire, Lancaster and, of course, the Red Arrows. There w

also Wingwalkers to thrill the crowplacked display area.
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