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Perspective ɀ August 2012 
The Newsletter of the IBM Hursley 
Retireesȭ Club 

EX CATHEDRA 
Since I last wrote a few words in March of this year, there have been some significant changes in the way the IBM UK 

Club is funded and operated.  For the second half of 2012, the Grant from IBM has been reduced by 10%.  Your 

Committee will continue to work to provide worthwhile events which make good use of the support which IBM 

makes available for our Membership. 

Also, from this year, in common with every IBM Club around the world, our contact with IBM is through a newly-

ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ hǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L.a wŜǘƛǊŜŘ 9ƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ /ƭǳō όIǳǊǎƭŜȅ .ǊŀƴŎƘύ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ 

name, your committee Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ά{ŜƭŦ !ǳŘƛǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƭǳōΩǎ 

administration.  I believe the relationship with our OM is important and we are keen to work with her in the service 

of members. 

There will continue to be changes in the way in which we conduct ourselves.  For example, the Company is keen to 

ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ /ƭǳō ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 

that we are discussing with the Company changes in the conditions affecting trip applications such that Members 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀ άǿŀƛǾŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴέΦ  

LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜΣ ǎŀŘƭȅΣ ōŜȅƻƴŘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ άǇŀȅ ƎǊŀŘŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

life! 

Consequently, any Member with knowledge of and/or an interest in the Self Audit process who would be willing to 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ha ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IǳǊǎƭŜȅ wŜǘƛǊŜŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ άǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊέΣ ǳƴǇŀƛd, of course! 

Notwithstanding the arduous nature of the work which these changes will entail for the Committee and to whom I 

believe we should all express our thanks, we are committed to the continued success of the Hursley Retirees Club 

and to the delivery of interesting and attractive events that ensure a good attendance.  Long may that continue. 

Martin Hughes - Chairman 

Officers  
CHAIRMAN SECRETARY TREASURER e BUSINESS WEB Coord 

Martin Hughes Harry Helyar John Jones Merv Quick Ron Wilks 

01962 868 900 01962 889276 02380 265 316 01794 390 678 02380 766 213 

Tony Compton John Faller Ingrid Bond Harry Keeling Jim Woodland 

02380 265 432 02380 462 822 01962 883861 01962 712 914 02380 323 204 

Richard Walker Roger Clark Pauline Bell   

01983 531967 02380 253 600 02380 261659   

 
  



 

2 

 

In this issue  
 
EX CATHEDRA ............................................................................................................................................................. 1 

Officers ....................................................................................................................................................................... 1 

C!vΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊƛǇǎ ............................................................................................................................................................. 3 

Remaining 2012 Trips .................................................................................................................................................. 3 

2013 Outings .............................................................................................................................................................. 5 

Some of the highlights of 2012 .................................................................................................................................... 5 

Photographic Competition 2012 ............................................................................................................................... 11 

HURSLEY SWING BAND ............................................................................................................................................. 12 

Volunteering/Charities Graham aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜΩǎ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŎȅŎƭŜ ǊƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ /ƻŀǎǘ ǘƻ /ƻŀǎǘΣ сth to 

8th July 2012. ............................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Latin and Ballroom Dancing ...................................................................................................................................... 16 

Pilates ....................................................................................................................................................................... 17 

Stamp and Postal History Fair ................................................................................................................................... 17 

Hursley Museum Services ς Summer  2012 update ................................................................................................... 17 

 
  



 

3 

 

&!1ȭÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÉÐÓ 

Notification  
For those trips that you supply a stamped addressed envelope, you will receive notification of whether you have 

been successful in your application for that trip. For all others, just turn up to Hursley, follow the signs to Retiree 

Parking, park, join a coach, and enjoy the day 

Cancellation  
None of us is getting younger, and the gremlins come and attack us from time to time. If you have booked on a trip 

and fƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎƻΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ IŀǊǊȅ IŜƭȅŀǊΦ LŦ IŀǊǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ 

message. What many do not realise is that Harry has a deputy plan in place for when he away from home, so 

messages do get listened to, and Harry is made aware. 

By cancelling, you may help us to save money by reducing the number of coaches we have booked, or allow 

someone else who is on a waiting list to go in your place. Of course, if you cancel then your cheque is torn up, 

another benefit. 

Even on the day you can help us by cancelling, just call ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

Emergency 
{ƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀǊƛǎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 07505-094887 which will be 

carried, unless you have been otherwise advised, by the trip organiser. 

Leaving on time  
Please do make sure you arrive at Hursley before the planned departure time, and also be back at the coach at the 

stated times. The coaches need to depart within minutes of the stated time. If you have a last minute problem, call 

ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜΦ They will leave without you if you are not there. 

Remaining 2012 Trips  

September 

Highclere  Castle 

9:30am, 11th September 

Leaving at 9:30am, the coaches will first travel to Newbury for 

some free-time and lunch break. We will then travel the short 

distance to Highclere Castle. The home of Earl and Countess 

of Carnarvon, the castle also features as Downton Abbey in 

the renowned TV series that was watched by 11 million 

viewers.  
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Goodwood Revival 

8:00am, 15th September 

Our second outing, by popular demand, is a visit to the Goodwood 

Revival festival. This trip provides a unique chance to revel in the 

ƎƭŀƳƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ плΩǎΣ рлΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ слΩǎΤ ǘƘŜ 

period that Goodwood racetrack was in its glory. 

 

October  

London Walks 

8:00am, 3rd  or 9 th October 

The ever popular London Walk trip will be held on 2 days, 3rd October 

and 9th October, with 2 coaches going to London on each day. Having 

the trip held on 2 separate days allows us to get the Guides of our 

choice. This year the walk will be in the Kings Cross and St Pancras 

area. Make sure that you specify which date you wish to travel on 

your booking form, or if you have the flexibility indicate that you can 

travel on either day. The latter option allows us to more opportunity 

to accommodate those that have commitments and can only choose 

a specific date. 

 

Cambridge 

8:00am, 30th October 

 

Cambridge, a city of spectacular buildings, beauty in its open spaces with the river 

Cam winding through its centre, and culture, is our location for our October trip. 

Enjoy free-time and do your own thing, there is so much of interest to appeal to 

everyone. Alternatively, you could join our optional guided walking tour which lasts 

about 2 hours, and have an expert ensure that you see the highlights. If you wish to 

take the guided tour be sure to include an additional £5pp to cover the costs with 

your booking form. 
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November  

London Free Time 

9:30am,  28th November 
Must be time to do the Christmas shopping. If not shopping, then a visit to 

one of the many museums may be the order of the day. Maybe the 

photographers among us will be looking out for those special pictures of 

London that are only available when the Christmas lights are on and 

bringing joy and happiness. By leaving Hursley at 9:30am we hopefully will 

miss a lot of the traffic congestion. Similarly, we plan to leave London at 

6:00pm, which should ease our travel out of London on the return 

journey. 

2013 Outings  
Where would you like to go next year. The committee will be meeting in the autumn to plan our events for 2013. As 

always, we are always looking for new ideas. Standard trip venues should ideally be able to accommodate at least 

150 people (3 coach loads), but there is always room for the niche market trips where there may be only demand to 

fill one coach; Goodwood Revival trip is a example. The only challenges are organisation and finance. If you know of 

such an event that you would like to see orgainsed, and are willing to help with the organisation, the committee will 

welcome you with open arms!  

Send an email with your suggestions to news@hurrec.org.uk  

Some of the highlights of 2012  

Chatham Dockyards  
Floods across Hampshire, hose pipe bans in most of South East England, 

it is now pouring with rain, and tomorrow we are off to Chatham 

Dockyards. A quick look at the BBC Weather site and it looks like 

Chatham will have the same weather tomorrow as we are having today. 

It has been said: there is no such thing as bad weather, just bad clothing. 

Better go sort out the quick dry trousers, umbrella and waterproof 

jacket. 

Get up and it looks like showers. Arrive at Hursley and join the other 80 

plus folk on one of the two coaches that would take us across to Kent. A 

journey with little traffic problems, we made good time getting to 

Chatham. Arrive to light rain which soon petered out to leave us with a 

ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻǾŜǊŎŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

inhibit our ability to get around the dockyard to see the fascinating 

exhibits. 

First port of call was the rope walk. At over a quarter of a mile long, one 

needs binoculars to see the action at the far end of the building. Soon 

the master rope-maker came, and jumping on his trolley proceeded down the length of the building spinning hemp 

rope, all 720 feet (140 fathoms) of it which is the length that was stipulated by the Admiralty. 

mailto:news@hurrec.org.uk
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It was then free time to wander this way and that to try to see 

all. Into the Steam shed to take a look at the shunting locals that 

used to run around the dockyard moving all the heavy loads, 

delivering the raw materials to build the boats. A quick bite of 

lunch, and a very nice Cornish pasty it was too, and then into the 

lifeboat museum. I 

still marvel at the 

bravery of those 

who head out in 

the roughest of 

weathers to assist 

those in distress on the sea. Numerous lifeboats on display, the largest 

lifeboat museum in the country apparently, from those that had to be 

rowed to the more modern types that we all see on the TV today. 

The Big Space building is the museum store, from midget subs to giant 

ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ муоуΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǿƛŘŜ ǎǇŀƴ ǘƛƳōŜǊ structure. The roof is 

incredible.  

Then on to the 3 ships/boats which were open to visitors; HMS 

Gannet, a Victorian naval sloop, HMS Cavalier, a WII destroyer, and 

Ia{ hŎŜƭƻǘΣ ŀƴ ΨhΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŘƛŜǎŜƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ 

was built at Chatham in 1962, and stayed in active service all 

through the cold war, finally being decommissioned in 1991. 

It was soon time to head back to the coaches, with no time left to 

do real justice to the quality of some of the exhibits. 

Another interesting day out. 

 

The Gadget Show 
Nearly 40 retirees and guests joined the coach for the trip to the 

Gadget Show Live at the NEC.  Having been brought up on a diet of 

technology, all were keen to see how the technological world is moving 

ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜd. 

Joining the throngs of people, we were surrounded with all the new TV 

ŀƴŘ ŀǳŘƛƻ ƎŀŘƎŜǘǎΤ о5 ¢±Ωǎ ŀǎ ōƛƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƻǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ 

one donned the special glasses. For those that must text or tweet even 

outside on the freezing cold days there are special gloves available that 

one could wear and still operate a smart phone, and only £3 a pair. And then there were the electronic games, both 

PC/internet based and stand-alone simulators. The realism has to be seen to be believed. 

The highlight of our visit must be the 75 minute show with the presenters of The Gadget Show, in the large 5500 

seater theatre, with not a spare seat to be seen. Full of fun, audience participation, pyrotechnics, lasers and 
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technology, the time just flew by. I had never seen a remote control 

ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ΨŘŀƴŎŜΩΣ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΣ ƭƻƻǇƛƴƎ 

the loop, you name it and that helicopter did it, nether had I seen a 

remote control seagull with a wing span of at least 3 feet, powered by 

flapping its wings. Totally amazing. 

Back to the main exhibition halls for another look at the 

exhibits/stalls, and soon it was time to return to the coach for our 

journey home. Great fun! 

Floriade and Keukenhof Gardens of Europe  
At 7:45 prompt the coach with 36 people heading off to Holland left the car park at Hursley. First stop would be 

Clacket Lane services for a quick rest stop. Surprisingly, for a Friday 

morning we made excellent time. Refreshed and with Coffee cups 

in hand, we were soon off to Dover arriving in plenty of time for 

our ferry. Indeed we were early enough to board an earlier ferry, 

but it was a busy day and while there was room for the coach, the 

number of extra passengers we would have added put the ferry 

over the passenger limit so we had to sit quiet and wait an hour to 

board our booked ferry. Never mind, there is always something of 

interest to see. With a schoolboy's international rugby tour in 

France that week-end, there were 3 coaches in front of us loaded 

with teenage boys and their dads all in fancy dress gear to keep us 

amused. 

From Calais to Antwerp was a great run, but then we hit the Friday night traffic. Just like the M25, the ring road was 

a parking lot. As a consequence, it was just after 8:00pm whŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΤ ƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǘŀŎƻ ƎǊŀǇƘ ƘŀŘ 

minutes to spare before we would have, for legal reasons, had to make a mandatory stop! 

Saturday morning saw us wake up to light rain and dark clouds. Just 

not what we wanted to visit the Floriade. And that is the way the 

weather stayed all day. For most of the time you could get around 

quite comfortably provided you either had the hood of the Gortex 

ǳǇ ƻǊ ŀ ōǊƻƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘŜǘŜǊ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

beauty of the exhibits within the park. Along with thousands of 

others we went from themed area to themed area. The orchids and 

Villa Flora were really spectacular. Even though it was raining, the 

gondola ride across the top of the site was well worth the trip. 

Sunday, and we awoke to much better weather. We were soon off 

in the other direction towards the coast to visit the famous 

Keukenhof Gardens, often billed as the gardens of Europe. The further we went, the better the weather became. 

After an hour we arrived at the venue in sunshine. Into the gardens and for the next 5 hours one had a riot of floral 

colour whichever way one looked. With the cold spring, the tulips were still in all their glory ς all 7,000,000 of them. 

Yes, every year, according to one of the growers we spoke to, 7 million bulbs are planted, and after the 2 month 

window when the gardens are open, they are all dug up and destroyed! It was the sort display that used to make 
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Kodak their millions. Thankfully, with digital technology, we no longer 

have to count the pennies when we click that shutter. 

After 2 days of walking around large exhibition sites, we sank back into 

our seats for the journey back to the hotel. As the accommodation was 

on a half-board basis, we were all soon gathered for dinner and a few 

glasses of ƻƴŜΩǎ favourite tipple.  

Monday arrived, and we were all down to breakfast early ready to 

board the coach at 8:15 for an 8:30 start. Why so early, well that way 

we could have a 3 hour lunch break in the beautiful town of Bruges. 

Leaving the restaurant around 8 to go and get the cases ready I saw 

our driver looking rather worried. We are going nowhere, the coach 

has broken down. With the modern coaches that Avensis has, this 

not an expected occurrence, but things do break. It transpired that a 

power steering hydraulic hose had split. The hotel was very kind and 

laid on extra coffee, etc until they had their own challenge ςmore of 

that later. The fix man came, made intelligent noises, and 

disappeared to get new parts. He soon returned, and the repair 

started. By 10:30 we were able to load up the cases, and we were 

underway before 11:00. Needless to say, the lunch stop at Bruges 

was a non-starter, and we high-tailed it as fast as legal to Calais 

where we arrived right on the due check-in time. And the hotel. They were having some refurbishment work 

undertaken between the reception and lounge area. Just after 10:00 the workers broke through a soil pipe, and the 

effluent and smell went into the lounge area ς just as we going out to get our cases! 

Bit of a pity about the weather on our trip to the Floriade, but it was still an enjoyable day and the visit to the 

Keukenhof Gardens was magical.  

Isle of Wight and Beaulieu River Cruise  
With Southampton being home to Cunard and P&O, the IBM Retirees could not be 

left out and just had to have their own cruise. Not perhaps to some far off exotic 

place, but a little closer but full of history and beauty. 

In glorious sunshine, and some hazy mist, we set off from Southampton for a 

crossing to Cowes, past the large tankers bringing their cargo to Fawley. The 

journey made all the more enjoyable by the running commentary given by the 

captain during this crossing, and for the rest of trip.  

Following a chance to step ashore and a walk into the old part of Cowes ς some heading for a coffee shop, others 

heading for the ice cream parlour ς we again set sail in a westerly direction towards 

the Beaulieu River. One of the reasons for going on a cruise is to sample the delights 

of their on-board culinary expertise, and the retirees were not to be outdone by 

tϧh ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ Ψ/ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀǎƪŜǘΩΦ 5ŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ 

down with a pint of the brown nectar. 
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Cruising up the Beaulieu River is a delight. It is so peaceful, yet full of interest and beauty. The cruise ship travels all 

the way from the mouth of the river up to Bucklers Hard before turning and retracing her 

steps. For those that have won the euromillions, you could not go far wrong investigating the 

purchase of one of the houses that have river frontage. Absolutely charming they are, and 

not that remote if you have your own helicopter; I spotted at least one house with a helipad.  

From the Beaulieu River we then headed east, and concluded our cruise with a sea-based 

tour of Portsmouth Harbour. Fascinating to see the parts of the naval dockyard that cannot 

be seen from land or from one of the ferries. 

 

 

A very different day out, but excellent. Those that stayed out on the decks at times found 

the sea breeze a little chilly, but the sun sure made up for that discomfort; some might have 

regretted staying in the sun all day! 

 

Brighton  
άLǘΩǎ уΥллŀƳΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ !нт ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎέΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

coaches were supposed to leave Hursley for the SEASIDE trip to Brighton! Emails started to fly around the Retiree 

Committee. We have over 120 people booked on the trip. As the day wore on, the A27 stayed closed. More rain was 

forecast. Telephone wires to Avensis, our coach company, were getting red hot. Alternate routes were being 

planned. Such are the traumas a retiree club committee member has to endure! 

!ƭƭΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ !нт ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ н ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻƴōƻŀǊŘ ƘŀŘ 

ŎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ ŘŀȅΣ ǊŀƛƴΣ Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ more rain. In reality, the weather made a bit of an 

effort to brighten up and the day was reasonable, overcast, with a few showers to dodge. With these free time trips, 

people moved quickly away from the coach drop-off point in 

different directions. Some headed straight for the coffee shop; 

ǿƘŀǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

good. Others headed for the attractions, the Royal Pavilion 

being one of the most famous places in Brighton. The £8 

entrance fee is definitely worth every penny, it is stunning. 

IƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴΦ όLΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŜǎ 

will be returning to Brighton in a couple of years or so for 

another seaside outing.) 

If you are into shopping, there is always the Lanes, which many 

visited. The Lanes are crammed with quaint and wondrous 

shops and funky restaurants and cafes. 

It was soon time to board the coaches for our return journey. Perhaps not the lazy sit on the beach trip that many 

had thought when they made their booking, but, as ever, a very enjoyable day out. After all, we could have stayed at 

home and looked at the water-logged garden! 
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Hampton Court Flower Show  
One of THE flower shows, some say a good rival to Chelsea, the Hampton Court 

Flower Show is a must for gardeners, and even for those like me who have not a 

green finger or toe in their body but can appreciate the beauty of nature. 

It had been raining ς well did it do anything else this summer ς all week, and here 

we were on Thursday morning heading off to London in pretty reasonable weather. 

Good job too, for the coach park is about 20 minutes 

walk from the entrance to the show. Had it been the day 

before, we would have all been soaked to the skin before we had a chance to show our 

tickets at the gate. But it does say that the sun shines on the righteous, so thanks to those 

for whom the cap fits for allowing me to enjoy some good weather. 

For those of you who have not been to Hampton Court Flower Show, it is very large with 

separate areas for set garden displays, several marquees, various food areas, and lots of 

other stalls and exhibitors. Indeed, ones feet are very tired long before you have seen all 

that is on offer. 

It was hard to judge which area was the most interesting. 

The marquees were magnificent, full of colour, beauty and that wonderful aroma 

that is hard to describe, but oh so nice. The large set displays were a marvel of 

creativity and beauty. One could go on and on, just a marvellous day out in the 

sunshine. Indeed, I was told only last week that the Thursday when the IBM 

Retirees attended was the only day without rain at the show! 

 

Farnborough Air Show  
It was a wet day again when 2 coaches set off from Hursley heading for Farnborough and the International Air Show. 

The coaches arrived at the coach park and retirees headed for the entrance. Unfortunately, it had been so wet all 

week that one of the main car parking areas had become totally waterlogged, and a decision was taken to tell all the 

coach drivers to leave and park elsewhere so that the coach park could be used as a car park. Who says that the 

coach drivers that look after us so well have an easy job. The coaches headed off to find alternate off-site parking. 

Notwithstanding the initial downpour of rain in the 

morning, the weather thankfully brightened up a 

little, and the afternoon was mainly cloudy with 

just a few showers. While this did not stop the 

fantastic air display from taking place, the low 

cloud ceiling did have an impact on some of the 

formation displays who could not complete all of 

their manoeuvres. The flying display which lasted 

some 5 hours included, to name but  a few, a Vulcan, Spitfire, Lancaster and, of course, the Red Arrows. There were 

also Wingwalkers to thrill the crowd-packed display area. 
















